HUBBLE-BUBBLE

or barter. Their faces are smoked into by the same parents,
until all lie still in the hideous silence of apathy.

"Let us forget ourselves," said Rumi, breaking the
train of thought induced by the opium discourse. "Stretch
your legs no further than the size of this carpet, and I will
tell you about its like.

"The history of Persian rugs began five thousand years
ago when the same sort of rugs were made in much the
same way as they are now. The patterns fall into two
main divisions, the symmetrical or floral pattern, and that
in which the maker gives his fancy full rein. One of the
most famous carpets was made of silk, sixty ells long, and
woven with diamonds and pearls. It was as beauteous
as the most comely maiden, for the heart beat wildly when
the eyes of covetousness gazed upon what the grasping
hands of all the passions burned to possess. This treasure
was stolen at the sack of Ctesiphon. My country has
produced many famous carpets, now scattered all over the
earth. The industry has ever been important to us. Like
the milk of a woman to the first son of her heart's desire,
it is the product of direct labour and thus of real wealth.
Since the thirteenth century Europe has imported our
rugs, which at first were used as table-cloths. Some
ancient carpets are of undeniable beauty and of great
value. In your London museums you have many exquisite
examples from Ramadan, Khorassan, Joshagan, and the
Bakhtiari country. A handsome specimen of Senns, made
In the nineteenth century, was presented to England by
one of our Shahs, and now hangs near a big woollen pile
carpet from the mosque at Ardebil, the date being woven
into the pattern. You have a rug of the sixteenth century
showing blue lions, with dull red spots, preying upon deer;
and groups of three angels with large wings, one holding a
peacock in her arms. Also you have a wondrous cope in
knotted silk pile, partly woven in gold and silver thread,
with as many knots, every one tied by hand, as there are
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